
 
 
The second “Creating an Oasis for Peace & Safety” event was held on February 20, 2017, 
continuing to gather feedback from the community. 
 

Comments  
 

 Election has increased a feeling of anxiety –afraid of expressing one’s feeling 
 

 Woman attacked by a more powerful male (bully guy) – can’t physically fight back. 
 

 Larger city = more unsafe places for women 
 

 Alcohol = contributes to more hateful behavior 
 

 Unfortunate that women have to possess “pepper spray” 
 

 Society makes women nervous “unfortunate” 
 

 Respond to racist comments - Label the behavior ( ie. “That’s racist”, “That just isn’t true”, 
“That’s not how I feel.”) 

 

 Set limits (“In this house we don’t allow comments like that.” – my house, my rules) 
 

 Don’t be the observer that doesn’t speak up 
 

 Use “I believe…”  “I feel…” 
 

 Interrupt the aggressor 
 

 Ask why they feel that way 
 

 Stay with it 
 

 Ask question again…”I don’t think I heard you.”  “Say more about that.” 
 

 Come alongside the victim 
 

 Understand the other 
 

 Validate as much as possible 



Potential Proclamation for May 
 
Proclamation 
City of Rochester 
Office of the Mayor 
 
Whereas, civility reduces rudeness, ridicule and lack of respect for the open exchange of ideas; 
and 
  
Whereas, civility improves our well-being, restores trust and encourages American’s to 
participate in building a brighter future for generations to come; and 
  
Whereas, civility assists in the process of working together to create lasting solutions to our 
most pressing challenges, while fostering respect among opposing groups; and 
  
Whereas, community members should feel comfortable and respected while exploring 
worldviews outside their own; and 
 
Whereas, understand the thoughts and perspective of other helps to create a more cohesive 
and peaceful community; and 
  
Whereas, many Minnesota leaders and citizens, including those in Rochester, have embraced 
the University of Arizona’s National Institute for Civil Discourse efforts that were created for the 
purpose of reviving and restoring civility to achieve a higher quality of public discourse; 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Ardell Brede, Mayor of Rochester, Minnesota do hereby proclaim May 2017 
to be  
 

Revive Civility Month 
 
In this community, and encourage all our citizen to exercise civility and respect toward each 
other in. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Rochester, 
Minnesota to be affixed this 1st day of May, 2017.  
 
 
 

 


